MEMORANDUM

TO: Vermont Children’s Performance Indicator Project Advisory Group
FROM: John Pandiani
Brad James
DATE: August 21, 1997
RE: Disability Category of Special Education Students

This week’s analysis focuses on the numbers and rates of children and adolescents served
under 6 special education categories in Vermont.

We look forward to your comments on the quality of the data, the appropriateness of the
analysis, and the effectiveness of the presentation of these data, as well as your
interpretation of the results.

! Turnbull, et. a., Exceptional Lines: Special Education in Today’s Schools. Prentice Hall,
Englewood Cliffs, NJ (1995).



Disability Category of Special Education Students

Question: Does the number of special education students in different disability
categories vary among gender and age groups?

Data: The Vermont Department of Education provided a database of all the children
and adolescents (21 and under) classified as special education students as of December
1, 1996. The database includes the disability category for each individual, their school,
date of birth, and gender code.

Analysis:  Vermont's fourteen disability categories were grouped into 6 categories for
purposes of analysis. Percents for each disability category and age group are based on
the total number of children and adolescents in each disability category. Rates per 1,000
children and adolescents are based on the total number of individuals in each age group
statewide.

Results: Of the 12,322 children and adolescents served by special education in
Vermont, 13% are on an individualized education plan (IEP) for emotional behavioral
disorders. Nationally, 8.5% of all students with disabilities were classified as having
emotional behavioral disorders in1992.*

The largest category of individuals are classified as having a specific learning disability
(37%). Physically impaired individuals comprised 22% of the all special education students
followed by developmentally delayed children and adolescents (17%), and children and
adolescents with learning impairments (11%).

Seventy one percent of Vermont children and adolescents with disabilities are male. The
difference by gender is greatest in emotional behavioral disorders (78% male) and specific
learning disabilities (74% male) but is evident in every other category.

Among children and adolescents with emotional behavioral disorders, 11 to 13 year olds
are the age group with the highest per capita rate (16 per 1,000) followed by 14 to 21 year
olds (14 per 1,000), and 6 to 10 year olds (8 per 1,000).

Children and adolescents diagnosed as learning impaired show a similar pattern—11to 13
year olds have the highest rate (13 per 1,000) followed by 14 to 21 year olds and 6 to 10
year olds (9 per 1,000 each).

Next Questions: What is the overlap between special education, mental health, and
SRS caseloads in Vermont? Do special education rates vary among geographic areas?
Have these rates changed over time, and will they change in the future?

! Turnbull, et. a., Exceptional Lines: Special Education in Today’s Schools. Prentice Hall,
Englewood Cliffs, NJ (1995).
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Number of Special Education Students
by Disability Category

Disability Category Percent  Number of

of Total  Individuals '
B rctionsl Behavioral Disorder (EBDY 13% 1,638
L1 Learning Impaired (L1) 11% 1,315
Specific Learning Disability (SLD) 37% 4,508
Developmentally Delayed 17% 2,035
[] Physical Impairment 22 2,730
A Other Impairment 1% 95
Tatal 12,322

" The number of indrdduals in each special educalion disablity category are based on data
filkks oblained from the Yemmonl Department of Fducalion and nclede children ang
adolescents on an indsddualized education plan as of December 1, 19906,

Disability Categories

Emotonal Behavioral Disorder - marked by: inappropriate behavier or feelings; poor
interpersonal relationships with peers or teachers; andfor other indications of inability
to kearn or a pervasive mood of unhappiness or depression.

Learning Impalred - performance at or below minus 1.5 standard deviations (o
equivalent measure) in basic skills and aptitude with concurrent deficits in adaptive
behavior.

Specific Learning Disability - marked by a severe discrepancy between a student's
abilty and his or her achievernent in one or mone basic skill areas.

Developmental Delay - defined as a clearly cbservable and measurable defay in
cognitive, physical, communication, social, emotional, and/or adaptive development

Physically Impaired - consists of hard of hearing, deaf. speech language impaired,
visually impaired, orthopedically impaired, other health impaired, deaf-blind, or
mulihandicapped.

Other - consists of traumatic brain injury  and autism.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION DISABILITY RATES BY GENDER
DECEMEBER 1, 1996

DISABILITY CATEGORY BY GENDER
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SLD Dev Del Fhysical Other
OMale OFemale
Emationzl Specific Develop-
Sender Behawvioral Leaarning Learning mentally Physical Other Total
Discrder Impairad Dizability Delayed Impairment Impairment
Number * |Male 1,205 Tiocb i) s 3,557 101 s S | 8015 |
Fermale 353 552 1,151 634 895 19 3,607
Total 1,538 1,315 4 508 2035 2,730 o6 12,322
Percent |Male 78% 58% ae | 9% B7% 30% %
Femalea 22% 42% 26% 31% 33% 20%: 20%
Rate [ ] Bt 14 8 37 | e ] 1 98
par 1.000 [Femals 4 5 13 7 10 = 437
Total 4 7 26 12 15 1 70

T The aurter of ingreiduals in each special education d@sabilily cateqory ae based on data files oblained from the Vermont Deparment of Education and include
childran and adolescents an an individualized education plan as of December 1, 1955

* Parcents are based on the ot number of children and adolescents in each disabilily categony.
* Popufations fgures used for age groups rales are based on data from the Populelion and Howsing Estimates, Vermond, 13835, published by the Vermon
Department of Health Agency of Human Servicas.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION DISABILITY RATES BY AGE GROUFP

DECEMBER 1, 1996

DISABILITY CATEGORY BY AGE GROUP
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Age Emotional Specific Davelop-
Groups Behavioral Learning Learning mentally Physical Other Total
(years) Disorder Impaired Dizability Delayad Irmpairmeant Impairment
Number e P 055k s O AT e B el T oEE 15583
S| = SIGERIERE 40300 1278008 | e S E L RN [ L AL
"""""" 11-13 i g oMot T (S | ) R 26 .28
........... e e =t T i G 55 5840
Total 1,638 1,315 4,508 2035 2,730 a6 12,322
Percent [ | | (e i o] R e 0.5% 1% 13%
G | EZ | R e iy bt [ o Ak .1 O s 38% 32%
TEEZEL ot T 2% 1. LT TR R R LT BRI ip T 24%
14-21 52% 43% 40% 24% 34% 32%
Rate L ] [ i s ke | st - o sl Hre ] b o ] [t < el
per 10001 L) R e s LA S = 9. 30 ik Vil 31 Ll g2
........ er | | EpR el L 23 e IR e, ik S
14-21 14 g 29 11 1 63
Total G i 26 12 15 1 o

' The number of individuals in esch special educalion disabilly calegony are based on data fles ablaingd from the Vemoal Cepanment of Education and include
children ang adolescents on an individualized educaton plan as of Deoember 1, 1996
? Percents ae based on the toa! numger of children and adolescents in each disability catagory
. Papulations figuras used for age groups rales ane beced on gata from tha Popudation and Mowsing Estimales, Wermond, 1985, published by the Vermord

Caparment of Health Agency of Human Services
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